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Introduction

The long awaitedor Januaryholidayprogram providedour children with the time and space to share
their experiences and challenges at school, home and community. Sixty eight rclattkerded and
were involved in the following activitiexrafts making, psychosocial counseling and mentoiieter
writing, computer training,email writing andusage offace books, role model addres$sghlighting
vocational skills trainingand comnunity work. Health literacy is a major part of the programme aimed
at providing the children with knowledge on different diseases, how to prevent, treatnaathge. A
session on sickle cell disease was conductégse activities are aimed at empowering tthildren in
different aspects of liféen orderto be useful and responsible citizens.

A paents /guardians meetingras organizeé@nd attended by 67 parents and guardians .The aim of the
meeting wasto discuss their role in educating the childrand pioper upbringing. Issuesnpacting

OK A f RNEB yance werdSash @disdugsetihey were also sensitized on healiteracy; they were
encouraged to always seek early diagnosis and treatment of diseases. The issue of prevention was
emphasizedncluding hygne, sanitation and healtldiets. Asessionon epilepsyfocusingon causes,
prevention, managementand firstaid was conductedo raise awareness on the disease to better
support children with epilepsy

By the end of the academic year 2013, a total a8 BVCs had benefitted from the prografiren(10)

childrencompleted the primary levednd satfor Primary Leaving Examination (PTE results are out,
the performance was faire. 6 children passed(60%) second grade, ehildren (20%)in the 3¢ grade

and 2children(20%¢hildrenin the undefined grade.

We are also happy that three of our OVC completed their skills training in trade school and were
awarded certificates. They are now ready to start work.

OVC program status

LEVEL OF EDUCATI No. o children
Female | Male | Completed Drop-out TOTAL
F M F M

PRE SCHOOL 4 - - - - - 4
PRIMARY 55 39 4 6 6 2 112
SECONDARY 5 9 - - - 1 15
TRADE SCHOOL 2 - 3 1 3 1 10

UNIVERSITY 3 3 1 - - - 7
TOTAL 69 51 8 7 9 4 148




Sudentsthat havecompleted their studies.

Name COURSE \ TRADE SCHOOINSTITUTE
GERMANY
1 | Agatha Mbeyiganya| Hair dressing6 months course) | Mirembe community college
GOAF
2 | Sperito Kaweesa Metal work & Fabrication Kanyanyavietal Workshop
3 | Claire Nakiyimba Hair dressinfs months course) | Mirembe community college
4 | Betty Nakirijja Tailoring of products & Garmer Textile Development Agency (TEXDA
construction{4 months course)
5 | Adong Scovia Anwa| Comprehensive Enrolled Nursing Good Samaritan International Schg
of Nursing

6 | Jolly Joe Ogwal Bachelor of Procurement ¢ Kyambogo University

Logistics Management (3 yrs)

Holiday programActivities:

1.1 Recamf the August OVC holiday programghlights

T

The carpet making session under the Iskitlevelopment
activity conducted last holidayinspired Sandra Nakayenga
who has started using plastsack materials and threads tc
designattractive bags(As shown in the photo on the right)
Sandra Nakayenga also opted for skills training after &
primary education. LA
The Careerguidance, the role model address and thgssss
SEKAOAGAZ2Y 2F . Siinsgred Péninrah
Nangoye to join trade schofdr a oneyear tailoring course =S
and drop academicgvhere shevas performing badly
Through the HIV/AIDS awareness sessiortransmission,
prevention, care and treatment; PenninaliNangoye
resumed takingher ARVsagain - she had abandoned the treatment and her health was
deteriorating.

Some sponsorsesponded toli KS  OK letteR NBigh &d@ited then. The letters were
encourgingthe childrento work hard for a better future.

Some sponsors were able to visit a

interact with the children.

in the letters hrough writing, drawing and’

decorating.On the rightis a letter of Crispus.




1.3 CraftdMlaking

During thissession the childrebecame creative as they were
making crafts such as bracelets, necklaces aardreygs out of
the beads, threads and twines. It was an exciting activity f
the children as they made beautiful crafts. It helped i
development of their skills and creativity.

Right is Eseza Nakitto making a necklace.

Left is Addah making a brdxes: and right is Daniel, Tarik and other children engaging in the exercise.

1.4 A Role Model Address

This session was to empower children to appreciaieational skills trainingr trade schooblnd help

them understand that one can makeliging out d it. Many childrenhave a negative attitude towards

it. Last year4 children dropped out of schoalhen theywere advised to join tradeschools¢ K I 1 Qa 4 K
A dirpartant to bring in their fellownOVCQto addresshem. The children had two sessions whichreve
addressed bysperito Kaveesa and Betty Nakirjja. Speritocompleted ametal workcourse and is now



working. Betty also dida Product Development ahGarment Costruction she is self employe&he
showcased her work whicimcluded bagsskirts, shirteetc. Thechildren were so amazed aratked a
number questions.e. how much does she earn?

Left is Betty and right iSperito addressing the children
on vocational skills training.

1.5A precious moment with the sponsor.

FINTAA TS o 1Y

)

dLearn everything you can, anytime you can, from anyone you edmere will always come a time
when you will be grateful you did@é¢ / 2 y & dnk gf thaGednany sponsorsharessome of his
time with the children during the holiday programeténcouraged them to work haiid their studies.
The children also asked him questions of their own interests.


http://thinkexist.com/quotation/learn-everything-you-can-anytime-you-can-from/391885.html
http://thinkexist.com/quotation/learn-everything-you-can-anytime-you-can-from/391885.html

1.6 Health literacy
1.6.1 SickleCell Awareness Session.

Health literacy is om of CHAIN core programmes and as such its integrated in all CHAIN activities.
Childrenare provided with ugo-date information oncommunicable anchon communicablaliseases

and their risk factorsThisKk 2 f A RF @ Qa aSaaaizy 7T 21tGsd&cSrRporaanf to folnO | t S
out that children are good ambassadors when it come<tteating awareness in theischools and
communities.

Ruth Mukiibi,the founder of the Sickle Cell AssociationiJgandaconducted the sessiomhechildren
learnt about what sickle cell diseass, causs, how it affects the bodynd howto manage it i.e.the
first aid given whermone gets a painfutrises. Thechildren enjoyedhe sessiorand asked a number of
guestions including;

1 Do sickle cell patients also get attackke people with other diseases for

example Asthma?

1 Do you feel thirsty when yoget a painful crisis?

If a mother gives birth to twins, will they both have sioké#?

1 The facilitator hadreferred to the pain being in the arm so one child
wondered wheher the pain only occurs in the arm or it can occur in other
places

=

Pgats: S SRR |

]
]

’
-

iy

—

77

Ruth¢ conducting the sickle cell session



1.6.2 Community Work

As a way of giving back togltommunity andCHAINThechildren engaged in community work at
Kanyanya police staticendKiwenda/ | ! Lnbwipéoperty. It was an exciting experience as the
children slashed. Dugnd burnt the rubbish as in the pitres below.

Big OVClearing andburningthe bush

At the police station; children picked, swept and collected allrtiigbish at the pit. They also ensured
GKFG GKS NHzZOAAK ¢l a o0daNYySRd® ¢KS LI2ftAOS 2FFAOS
back to the community.



