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Introduction 

The long awaited for January holiday program provided our children with the time and space to share 
their experiences and challenges at school, home and community.  Sixty eight children attended and 
were involved in the following  activities ; crafts making, psychosocial counseling and mentoring, letter 
writing, computer training, email writing and usage of face books, role model address highlighting 
vocational skills training, and community work. Health literacy is a major part of the programme aimed 
at providing the children with knowledge on different diseases, how to prevent, treat and manage. A 
session on sickle cell disease was conducted. These activities are aimed at empowering the children in 
different aspects of life in order to be useful and responsible citizens. 
  
A parents /guardians meeting was organized and attended by 67 parents and guardians .The aim of the 
meeting was to discuss their role in educating the children and proper upbringing. Issues impacting 
children’s performance were also discussed. They were also sensitized on health literacy; they were 
encouraged to always seek early diagnosis and treatment of diseases. The issue of prevention was 
emphasized including hygiene, sanitation and health diets. A session on epilepsy focusing on causes, 
prevention, management, and first aid was conducted to raise awareness on the disease to better 
support children with epilepsy. 
 
By the end of the academic year 2013, a total of 148 OVCs had benefitted from the program. Ten(10) 
children completed the primary level and sat for Primary Leaving Examination (PLE).The results are out, 
the performance was fair i.e. 6 children passed(60%) in second grade, 2 children (20%)c in the 3rd grade 
and 2 children(20%) children in the undefined grade. 
 
We are also happy that three of our OVC completed their skills training in trade school and were 
awarded certificates. They are now ready to start work. 
 

 OVC program status  
 
 

LEVEL OF EDUCATION No. of children  

 Female Male Completed Drop-out TOTAL 

F M F M 

PRE - SCHOOL 4 - - - - - 4 

PRIMARY 55 39 4 6 6 2 112 

SECONDARY 5 9 - - - 1 15 

TRADE SCHOOL 2 - 3 1 3 1 10 

UNIVERSITY 3 3 1 - - - 7 

TOTAL 69 51 8 7 9 4 148 

 
 
 



Students that have completed their studies.  

 Name COURSE TRADE SCHOOL / INSTITUTE 

  GERMANY 

1 Agatha Mbeyiganya Hair dressing (6 months course) Mirembe community college  

  GOAF 

2 Sperito Kaweesa Metal work & Fabrication Kanyanya Metal Workshop 

3 Claire Nakiyimba Hair dressing(6 months course) Mirembe community college 

4 Betty Nakirijja Tailoring of products & Garment 
construction(4 months course) 

Textile Development Agency (TEXDA) 

5 Adong Scovia Anwar Comprehensive Enrolled Nursing 
 

Good Samaritan International School  
of  Nursing 

6 Jolly Joe Ogwal Bachelor of Procurement & 
Logistics Management (3 yrs ) 

Kyambogo University 
 

 

Holiday program Activities: 

1.1 Recap of the August OVC holiday program highlights. 

 The carpet making session under the skills development 
activity conducted last holiday inspired Sandra Nakayenga 
who has started using plastic sack materials and threads to 
design attractive bags. (As shown in the photo on the right) 

 Sandra Nakayenga also opted for skills training after her 
primary education. 

 The Career guidance, the role model address and the 
exhibition of Betty Nakirijja’s products inspired Peninnah 
Nangoye to join trade school for a one year tailoring course 
and drop academics (where she was performing badly).  

 Through the HIV/AIDS awareness session on transmission, 
prevention, care and treatment; Penninah Nangoye 
resumed taking her ARVs again - she had abandoned the treatment and her health was 
deteriorating. 

 Some sponsors responded to the children’s letters which excited them. The letters were 
encouraging the children to work hard for a better future. 

 Some sponsors were able to visit and 

interact with the children. 

1.2 Letter writing 

This was a time for the children to write letters to 
their sponsors. The children expressed themselves 
in the letters through writing, drawing and 
decorating. On the right is a letter of Crispus.                              



                    1.3 Crafts Making. 

During this session the children became creative as they were 

making crafts such as bracelets, necklaces and earrings out of 

the beads, threads and twines. It was an exciting activity for 

the children as they made beautiful crafts. It helped in 

development of their skills and creativity. 

Right is Eseza Nakitto making a necklace. 

 

 

 

  
Left is Addah making a bracelet and right is Daniel, Tarik and other children engaging in the exercise. 

 

 

1.4 A Role Model Address   

This session was to empower children to appreciate vocational skills training or trade school and help 

them understand that one can make a living out of it. Many children have a negative attitude towards 

it. Last year 4 children dropped out of school when they were advised to join trade schools. That’s why 

it’s important to bring in their fellow OVC to address them. The children had two sessions which were 

addressed by Sperito Kaweesa and Betty Nakirijja. Sperito completed a metal work course and is now 



working. Betty also did a Product Development and Garment Construction she is self employed. She 

showcased her work which included bags, skirts, shirts etc. The children were so amazed and asked a 

number questions i.e. how much does she earn? 

Left is Betty and right is Sperito addressing the children 
on vocational skills training. 

 

1.5 A precious moment with the sponsor. 
 

 
“Learn everything you can, anytime you can, from anyone you can - there will always come a time 
when you will be grateful you did.” Constantine – one of the Germany sponsors; shares some of his 
time with the children during the holiday program. He encouraged them to work hard in their studies. 
The children also asked him questions of their own interests. 
 
 

http://thinkexist.com/quotation/learn-everything-you-can-anytime-you-can-from/391885.html
http://thinkexist.com/quotation/learn-everything-you-can-anytime-you-can-from/391885.html


1.6 Health literacy 
1.6.1 Sickle Cell Awareness Session. 

Health literacy is one of CHAIN core programmes and as such its integrated in all CHAIN activities.  
Children are provided with up-to-date information on communicable and non communicable diseases 
and their risk factors. This holiday’s session focused on sickle cell disease. It is also important to point 
out that children are good ambassadors when it comes to creating awareness in their schools and 
communities. 
 
Ruth Mukiibi, the founder of the Sickle Cell Association in Uganda conducted the session. The children 
learnt about what sickle cell disease is, causes, how it affects the body and how to manage it i.e.  the 
first aid given when one gets a painful crises .  The children enjoyed the session and asked a number of 
questions including; 

 Do sickle cell patients also get attacks like people with other diseases for 

example Asthma? 

 Do you feel thirsty when you get a painful crisis?  

 If a mother gives birth to twins, will they both have sickle cell? 

 The facilitator had referred to the pain being in the arm so one child 

wondered whether the pain only occurs in the arm or it can occur in other 

places. 

 
Ruth – conducting the sickle cell session. 

 

 



1.6.2 Community Work 

As a way of giving back to the community and CHAIN. The children engaged in community work at 
Kanyanya police station and Kiwenda, CHAIN‘s new property. It was an exciting experience as the 
children slashed. Dug and burnt the rubbish as in the pictures below. 

  

 
Big OVC clearing and burning the bush  

 
At the police station; children picked, swept and collected all the rubbish at the pit. They also ensured 

that the rubbish was burned. The police officer in charge appreciated the children’s efforts of giving 

back to the community.   



   
Children engaging in community cleaning 
 
 

 1.7 Computer Session 

The children were given the basics of a computer and how to use it.  The session was facilitated by 

Britmas Lugya of CHAIN. 

 

 

1.8 Gifts and Donations 

Life is not made up of minutes, hours, days, weeks, months, or years, but of moments. It is a precious 

moment that children celebrate and appreciate most when they receive gifts from their beloved 

sponsors. Below are some of the children wearing their new clothes. 



 

 
“My grandmother will be happy to see me smart,” said Eseza Nakkito in a new blue trouser and 
dotted white top. 
 

1.9 Feedback Session 

At the end of the holiday programme the children were tasked to write down what they have learnt 
during the program. The children were asked questions and below are their answers. 



 

 

1.8 Parents /guardians meeting 

A half day meeting was organized on the 31st of January 2014. 
The aims of the meeting were to; 

 Engage guardians in a discussion on their roles in the children’s education and upbringing. 

 Raise awareness on Epilepsy disease  

 Raise awareness on the importance  of vocational skills  
. 

 Sixty seven (67) parents /guardians attended the meeting of which 5 were men. The sessions were 
facilitated by Stella from Epilepsy Support Association Uganda (ESAU), Sperito Kaweesa a former OVC 
beneficiary who completed a metal works course and is now self employed and Florence, the director 
Mirembe Community college. 



 
Gladys – OVC coordinator engaging the guardians in a discussion on how best to share responsibility of 
educating the OVC and find practical solutions to issues in the program. The need for increased and 
timely communication regarding the children’s plight was emphasized.  
 
Guardians learnt about the causes of Epilepsy, prevention, how to manage the disease, the first aid 
given when gets a seizure.  The session was facilitated by Stella from Epilepsy Support Center Uganda. 
She emphasized the need for guardians to be equipped with knowledge of the disease to better 
support children with epilepsy and also share the knowledge they have acquired with people in their 
community. At the end of the session they raised a number of questions which included; 

 Wanted to know whether the beliefs that if an epileptic person falls in fire they recover? 

 Why are epileptic people so tough? 

 Can epileptic person have seizures more than once a day? 

 Does malaria bring about epilepsy? 

 How long do seizures last? 

 Are there some supplementary foods for epileptic people? 

The guardians appreciated the knowledge provided and requested CHAIN to organise for sensitization 

sessions   in the community.  



 
Nakivumbi Stella – an officer from Epilepsy Support Association Uganda (ESAU) took the parents 

through the Epilepsy awareness session. 
 

Value of Vocational training or trade school 

Sperito Kaweesa during his session appreciated CHAIN for giving him the opportunity to talk to the 
guardians and for supporting him up for over 10 years. He said that it’s always a pleasure for him to be 
part of CHAIN activities as that is the only way he can give back to community. 
 
He highlighted the following advantages of vocational skills training:- 

 Vocational skill training provides training for specific jobs.  

 Vocational training takes much shorter time than a four-year senior education. By focusing on 

specific skills and requirements for specific jobs, children finish their training much sooner and 

be ready for high-paying jobs. 
In his concluding remarks he said that he will forever be grateful to CHAIN and Virginia and Jerry Ladd 

for all the support. He appealed to parents to talk to their children on what they want to be in future 

and how to stay focused, above all to know where they have come from, where they are and where 

they want to go. 

 



 
“Good plans shape good decisions. That's why CHAINS’ good plan helped make my dream come 
true”, Sperito narrating his CHAIN sponsorship journey to the guardians – highlighting the importance 
of vocational skills training in our country’s current economy. 
 
 

 
“Let us put our minds together and see what life we can make for our children”, Florence the director 
of Mirembe Community College emphasizing to the guardians about the impact of vocation skills 
training in the lives of our children especially those who are not performing well in academics. She also 
pointed out the different courses offered at the college. Four of CHAIN OVC are training at Mirembe 
Community college – which is located in Kanyanya. 



1.9 Sad news 
 
During the term Nambi Florence – one of our OVC passed on (sponsored by Mary Jovanovski).  
Sandra Nakayenga lost her father (sponsored by Sandra Dill).    
 

2.0 Challenges 

 Need to establish a fund to cater for children who fall sick and require treatment i.e. we have 

children living with HIV, epilepsy and others suffer from diseases such as malaria and other 

communicable diseases. 

 Some of our guardians and the chidren too, have not yet realised the importance of attending 

holiday programs.  

 Some children are stubbornly ignoring their duty of writing to their sponsors 

2.1 Achievements 
 
CHAIN together with the sponsors and guardians have natured children under the CHAIN OVC Program 

who have excelled in their studies and reached higher levels of learning. Benson Simiyu is one of the 

CHAIN OVC Program beneficiaries. In his own words, Benson 

says...................... “Am Simiyu Benson aged 22, born in a small 

village of western Uganda i.e. (Kiryandongo) district. I started 

primary in 1998 with support from a single parent (mother) 

because my mother had divorced my Dad. She struggled 

with me and my siblings. It was so unfortunate that she 

suffered from cancer which seriously weakened her and in 

2001 around March she passed on. Things turned round 

because I became stranded. Fortunately my school offered 

me a bursary to continue up to Primary Seven. I used to 

move a distance of about 5 kilometers every morning to 

school. I thank God for making me persist with my dreams. I 

really loved my education and that is why I emerged the 

best in the final examinations in my district with 4 aggregates. 

Being the best was not an issue but continuing with my future 

was the most important. My headmistress saw (CHAIN 

Uganda) advert in News paper and told to me to apply for a 

sponsorship. Being lucky, I was called by CHAIN and they promised to pay my fees and that 

was in 2005. Sincerely speaking light has reflected my future to a straight lane. The CHAIN 

community has really cared so much about me and my future because they do not only cater 

about my education but also my life too. Everyone in CHAIN is lovely and peaceful minded 

and they always do things in time. Since I joined CHAIN, I have never lacked any scholastic 

material to facilitate my education. I have been to best schools in the country. Chain has 



never put me on pressure like for example doing something for them in return for the support. I 

am now at Makerere University persuing a bachelors degree in Medical Radiology and I hope 

to get the best because I fear God. I always request God to bless CHAIN and my lovely Dad 

and Mum (Jerry and Virginia Ladd) in the USA. I love them because they are the best parents I 

have in this world. For as long as am still alive I promise to be in the CHAIN family forever”.  

2.2 Conclusion 

CHAIN would like to extend its sincere appreciation to all the OVC sponsors for their generous support 

that has transformed children’s lives. 

 

Pictorial of the Program Activities.               

 
OVC enjoying a jack fruit after working in Kiwenda 

    



 
Holiday programs are so much more fun when we can savor them through the children's eyes. 

 
 

 
A critical eye at the OVC academic report by the guardian & the sponsor. 

 



 
Regina posing with Asaph – one of the best P.L.E candidates 

 
 

 
A counseling session- Regina providing career guidance to Swalik.  



A good heart is the sun, for it shines bright and never changes. 

Our dear sponsors; for the yesterdays, the todays, and the 

tomorrows we can hardly wait to say - Thank you…………” 
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